printing business does not necessarily imply typo-
graphic distinction in the output, and only one of
Jenson's immediate followers made a name for him-
self as a fine printer. This was ERHARD RATDOLT,
who was the principal member of a firm that is-
sued a group of books with woodcut borders and
decorative initial letters which set a new style at
the time and have been admired ever since. The
other partners were Peter Loslein, who seerns to
have been the proof-reader and who doubtless had
charge of the editorial side of the business, and
Bernard Maler. The latter, whose name appears
as Pictor in the Latin colophons, may have been
Bernard a painter, from Augsburg, and therefore
the designer of the decorations for which the credit
has been given to the practical craftsman of the
firm, Ratdolt.

Ratdolt may have been employed at Nuremberg
by JOHANN MULLER of Konigsberg, otherwise Reg-
iomontanus or Monteregio, who was the most dis-
tinguished astronomer of the time. Mflller had pro-
vided himself with a private press in order to assure
the accurate printing of his calendars and astronom-
ical calculations, and perhaps to protect himself
against theft of his figures by workmen not under
his control. In 1475 Pope Sixtus IV summoned him
to Rome to advise about the reform of the calendar,
which was already noticeably out of harmony with
the celestial bodies. The following year Ratdolt and
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